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Reading Responses
Primary Sources 
1. Identify what the source is: who wrote it, when and why, what kind of source -law code, story, etc. Be as precise as you can. Assess what that means in terms of its reliability as a historical document. The primary source is “Demosthenes Lix” written by Apollodorus. The law-source code of the story is the Athenian regulations on adultery. The document is reliable and valid since it bases the story on the Athenian constitution. The Athenians were the pioneers of democracy, and the word is coined from "Demokrates” which meant the public participation in the government.
2. What do you make of the accusation made against the woman in question? What factors seem to have led to her being treated as somehow criminal or deviant? What laws or moral ideas seem to have influenced this?  Neaera is accused of being a foreigner, yet she posed as an Athenian citizen. She is being treated like a criminal since she allegedly blasphemed the gods and had violated the commonwealth laws by not following the stipulated procedures for acquiring citizenship. In this regard, she did not prescribe to moral values by making Stephanus introduce her children as if they were his own and even gave their hand in marriage despite being an alien (Apollodorus, 400-300BC, pp. 3) . She is portrayed as using Stephanus for her benefit. Also, she had practiced prostitution for monetary benefits before she came to Athens and continued the trade at Stephanus’ home, but at a higher price.
3.   What do you think of the way she is treated by the court, by authorities, by her community, or by the person who wrote about her, if known? The authorities were harsh since they charged her for being an alien married to an Athenian man and was fined a thousand drachmae. The law forbade aliens from procreating with Athenian men (pp. 4). Apollodorus expected Stephanus to depart with a considerable sum of money to make Naera a free woman. The community sees her as a sex tool evident when Stephanus and Phyrynion agreed to share her sexual purposes. 
4.  Assess the testimony offered against her, if any. Ask yourselves why she was accused of a crime, how she came to be suspected, and why she may have done what is alleged against her. Testimonies provided by the likes of Philostratus, son of Colonus, against her validating that she was a slave were outrageous; selfish motives sparked them.  Besides, Simus of Thessalian was chauvinist by accusing her of drinking and dining in the presence of many men (pp. 5). I think she was charged with these crimes due to her bad reputation and getting married to Stephanus, raised questions of her intentions. She did this since she knew she would never become an Athenian citizen due to the bureaucratic procedures involved. Besides, she became a prostitute to make ends meet.
5. What do you make of the sentence, if any, passed against her? The penalty is unrealistic and discriminatory based on gender. It required that men found guilty of adultery shall be stripped off of their civic rights while women found guilty of the same shall be killed (pp. 16).
6. What do you learn about law, crime, trials, punishment, and gender in a particular time and place in question? I have learned that the law, trials, punishment, and gender were based on religious and moral foundations; the government was tasked with the responsibility of interpreting it to satisfy their needs. Besides, the law was sacred and citizens ought to conform to it since it dictated the code of conduct on various matters including marriage and citizenship. 

Secondary Sources
1.  What is this source (book, article)? Demosthenes
2. When was it written? 1939
3. Who wrote it? Harvard University Press
4. What is this source about? Orations by Theomnestus and Apollodorus
5.  What is the thesis (What claims does the author or authors make)? The narrators seek justice against man, Stephanus, who misrepresented her daughter to attain Athenian citizenship. He is also accused of marrying an alien illegally (Harvard University Press, 2019, pp. 351).
6.  Are any other scholars' arguments on the subject mentioned? If so, what are they? George Kennedy (1968) argues that the litigation process was rhetoric since the defendants were represented by an advocate who spoke on their behalf; therefore, they were denied the opportunity to make their arguments to the jury (pp. 419).
7. What evidence is offered in support of that thesis (primary sources, data, and secondary work)? The evidence provided is from the narrators Apollodorus and Theomnestus who acted as advocated and witnesses such as Philostratus and Simus who gave their testimonies against the accused.
8. Does the evidence convincingly support the thesis? The evidence does not adequately support the thesis since it depicts bias from the narrators and the witnesses. 
9. What are any strengths or weaknesses in the thesis or use of evidence? The justice system is flawed since it does allow for fair representation of the conflicting parties. Besides, women are discriminated by the law and given relatively harsh judgments than their male counterparts.
10.  What do you learn about law, crime, trials, punishment, and gender in a particular time and place in question? They were biased and had loopholes; therefore, they did not provide justice for individuals of specific demographics such as slaves, women, and aliens. 
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